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  School of Humanities and Leadership

Wayland Baptist University Mission Statement:  Wayland Baptist University exists to educate students in an academically challenging, learning-focused and distinctively Christian environment for professional success, and service to God and humankind.

Course Name:  ENGL 3322-Diverse American Voices
	
Term and Year:  Spring2nd weeks 2026

Full Name of Instructor: Maria O’Connell

Office Phone and WBU Email Address: (home and cell phone optional): Phone:  806-291-1102, email: maria.oconnell@wbu.edu   Text: 806-224-8234

Office Hours, Building, and Location: Office: Gates Hall 211-B   available on email. Calls by appointment

Class Meeting Time and Location: 

Catalog Description:  A study of literary works and/or films produced by or featuring people of color, women, underrepresented ethnic or religious minorities, indigenous people or otherwise marginalized American authors and literature.

Prerequisite: ENGL ENGL 1302
 
Required Textbook and Resources: 

Erdrich, Louise,  The Night Watchman

Hogan, Linda Solar Storms

Jones, Stephen Graham Mongrels

Orange, Tommy,  Wandering Stars 

Optional Materials:  (Fill in as necessary)
 
Course Outcome Competencies:  Upon the conclusion of this course, students actively engaged in learning will be discuss a selection American authors outside of mainstream literature and discuss them with appropriate understanding of cultural, historical, literary and other influences on their work.
1. identify cultural, philosophical, historical, and/or religious influences on the selected pieces of American literature;
2. identify and situate the literature into various cultural, literary, or theoretical movements in American literature
3. analyze, interpret, and evaluate selected pieces of literature outside the mainstream of American letters;
4. conduct college-level research on a selected work of literature about or by a marginalized person.
5. use above research to complete a well-written and correctly documented essay of appropriate length.
The more the student puts into the course, the higher his or her outcome competencies will be.

Attendance Requirements: As stated in the Wayland Catalog, students enrolled at one of the University’s external campuses should make every effort to attend all class meetings.  All absences must be explained to the instructor, who will then determine whether the omitted work may be made up.  When a student reaches that number of absences considered by the instructor to be excessive, the instructor will so advise the student and file an unsatisfactory progress report with the campus executive director.  Any student who misses 25 percent or more of the regularly scheduled class meetings may receive a grade of F in the course.  Additional attendance policies for each course, as defined by the instructor in the course syllabus, are considered a part of the University’s attendance policy. 

Statement on Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty: Wayland Baptist University observes a zero tolerance policy regarding academic dishonesty. Per university policy as described in the academic catalog, all cases of academic dishonesty will be reported and second offenses will result in suspension from the university.
Disability Statement: “In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), it is the policy of Wayland Baptist University that no otherwise qualified person with a disability be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any educational program or activity in the university.  The Coordinator of Counseling Services serves as the coordinator of students with a disability and should be contacted concerning accommodation requests at (806) 291- 3765.  Documentation of a disability must accompany any request for accommodations.”
Course Requirements and Grading Criteria:  Course Requirements and Grading Criteria:  Students will provide evidence of successful completion of the course outcome competencies by:

· Responding to discussion prompts and in-class assignments that will test students’ knowledge of the assigned reading.
· Participating in large and small-group discussions over the assigned reading.
· Producing two research-based essays.  These essays will substitute for a midterm exam.
· Each of you will be responsible for leading the class through discussion of an assigned reading.  You will be required to write a brief summary of your research.  This is a literature class. Reading the stories and engaging with them is necessary for success in the class!!!

Means of Assessment: 

Discussion and Participation 40%
Journal Responses 20%
Paper Proposal: 15%
Final Essay: 25%

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


 Grade Appeals:
“Students shall have protection through orderly procedures against prejudices or capricious academic evaluation. A student who believes that he or she has not been held to realistic academic standards, just evaluation procedures, or appropriate grading, may appeal the final grade given in the course by using the student grade appeal process described in the Academic Catalog.  Appeals may not be made for advanced placement examinations or course bypass examinations. Appeals are limited to the final course grade, which may be upheld, raised, or lowered at any stage of the appeal process. Any recommendation to lower a course grade must be submitted through the Executive Vice President/Provost to the Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee for review and approval. The Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee may instruct that the course grade be upheld, raised, or lowered to a more proper evaluation.”


Faculty May Add Additional Information as Desired:  Such as Instructor's Policy on Academic Dishonesty, or Additional Attendance Policies, etc.

Tentative Schedule:

This is a new course and we will be developing the schedule together.  Everything is subject to change


Week 1:  Read The Night Watchman

Week 2:  Finish The Night Watchman (and linked material)

Week 3: Read Solar Storms

Journal Response due


Week 4: Finish Solar Storms 
Paper Proposal due


Week 5:  Reading Mongrels
Journal Response due

Week 6 Reading Wandering Stars

Week 7 Finish Wandering Stars

Journal Response due

Week 8

Final Essay due
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